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Abstract 
 

This study examines the use of metaphor to convey emotions in Tim 

Burton’s 2005 film adaptation of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, 

focusing on anger, sadness, and love. Through Conceptual Metaphor 

Theory and film analysis, the research explores how visual and 

symbolic expressions of emotion deepen character development and 

reinforce the story’s moral themes. Anger is represented through 

metaphors like “boiling rage” and “ticking time bombs,” emphasizing 

impulsivity and moral consequences. These metaphors highlight 

destructive behaviors, especially during moments of conflict. Sadness 

is depicted with metaphors such as “heavy stones” and “gray skies,” 

symbolizing the hardship and isolation faced by Charlie and his 

family. Conversely, love is portrayed through warm, nurturing 

imagery, underscoring the importance of familial bonds and 

compassion in overcoming adversity. The study finds that metaphors 

of anger and sadness dominate scenes of tension and conflict, while 

metaphors of love become prominent as the story progresses toward 

resolution. This shift aligns with moments of redemption and growth, 

enhancing the viewer’s emotional engagement. Burton’s visual and 

symbolic approach adds emotional complexity to Roald Dahl’s 

original narrative, creating a cinematic language that underscores 

empathy, resilience, and familial connections. Ultimately, the study 

reveals that metaphor is a powerful tool in Burton’s adaptation, 

transforming the film into a richly layered exploration of human 

emotion. These metaphors not only deepen character arcs but also 

illuminate universal themes, making the story resonate with audiences 

on an emotional level. 
  

I. INTRODUCTION 

Film is one kind of media to entertain people, which is often referred to as motion pictures or 

cinema, represents a complex art form that combines various elements, such as storytelling, 

visual aesthetics, sound, and performance, to convey narratives and evoke emotional responses 

from audiences; it serves not only as a medium of entertainment but also as a powerful vehicle 

for cultural expression, social commentary, and artistic exploration. Through the intricate 
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interplay of cinematography, editing, sound design, and direction, films can transport viewers to 

different worlds, provoke thought on societal issues, and illuminate the human experience in 

multifaceted ways, making it a rich and dynamic medium that continues to evolve alongside 

technological advancements and changing cultural landscapes. 

Semantics is the study of meaning in language. It examines how words, phrases, sentences, 

and texts convey meaning, exploring the relationships between signifiers (words, phrases, 

symbols) and what they signify (concepts, objects, ideas). Semantics involves various aspects, 

including Lexical Semantics which is the meaning of words and their relationships, such as 

synonyms and antonyms, Compositional Semantics about how meanings combine in phrases and 

sentences to form more complex meanings, and the context-dependent aspects of meaning, 

which consider how language is used in real situations which called Pragmatics. Overall, 

semantics plays a crucial role in linguistics, philosophy, cognitive science, and artificial 

intelligence, as it helps us understand how meaning is constructed and interpreted. One of 

semantics part who considered is Metaphor. Specifically, it falls under the study of lexical 

semantics, which examines how words and phrases convey meaning, including figurative 

language.  

A metaphor is a figure of speech that involves an implicit comparison between two unrelated 

things, suggesting that one thing is another to highlight similarities in their characteristics. 

Unlike similes, which use "like" or "as," metaphors assert a direct equivalence, enriching 

language and offering deeper meaning. For example, saying "time is a thief" implies that time 

steals moments from our lives, conveying a sense of loss and urgency without stating it 

explicitly. Metaphors are widely used in literature, everyday language, and various forms of 

communication to evoke imagery and convey complex emotions or ideas. Metaphors enrich 

semantic meaning by providing creative and imaginative ways to express complex ideas and 

emotions, allowing for deeper understanding and interpretation within language.  

Metaphors of emotions are figures of speech that compare emotional experiences to tangible, 

relatable concepts, helping to convey complex feelings in a more vivid and understandable way. 

By using metaphors, we can express emotions that might otherwise be difficult to articulate. For 

instance, saying "I'm feeling blue" uses color to represent sadness, while "my heart is heavy" 

conveys sorrow through the imagery of weight. These metaphors often draw on sensory 

experiences, nature, or everyday objects, making emotions accessible and relatable. They can 

enhance communication, allowing individuals to share their feelings with others in a more 

impactful manner. Also, there are 3 kind of emotions, it’s Love, Sadness, and Anger.  

Love is often depicted through warm, nurturing imagery. Metaphors such as "a warm 

embrace" or "a heart full of love" evoke feelings of comfort and connection. The idea of love as 

a journey, as in "we’re on this journey together," emphasizes growth and shared experiences, 

while metaphors involving light, like "you light up my life," signify joy and inspiration.  

Sadness is often described through metaphors that evoke heaviness or darkness. For instance, 

phrases like "a heavy heart" or "drowning in sorrow" illustrate how sadness can feel burdensome 

and overwhelming. The imagery of gray skies or rain further emphasizes the gloom associated 

with this emotion, suggesting a sense of despair or loss. 

Anger is frequently represented by fire or explosive imagery. Phrases like "bubbling over with 

rage" or "a storm of anger" convey the intensity and uncontrollable nature of this emotion. The 

metaphor of a volcano ready to erupt highlights the build-up of frustration and the potential for 

destructive release. 



Sharon Claresta, Marchella Ratu Subrata, Riris Mutiara Paulina Simamora  

E-Narasi, 2024, 1 (3), 149 

From Corenia, Michelle and Kumala’s research, their study is based on the conceptual 

metaphor theory outlined by Lakoff and Johnson (2003), which suggests that understanding and 

expressing one concept often involves describing it in terms of another. Drawing from 

Barcelona’s (1986) cognitive linguistic perspective on metaphors, the study identifies 14 

potential source domains for metaphors of sadness. The research focuses on analyzing how these 

metaphors appear in Bruno Mars' lyrics.  

Based on the above, we use Roald Dahl's beloved story "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory" 

which has captivated audiences for generations, enchanting readers with its whimsical narrative, 

vivid characters, and underlying moral lessons. Since its publication in 1964, the tale has become 

a cornerstone of children's literature, sparking imagination and offering a unique blend of fantasy 

and social commentary. The story's enduring appeal lies in its ability to resonate with readers of 

all ages, addressing themes of poverty, family, honesty, and the power of imagination in a way 

that is both entertaining and profound. 

The 2005 film adaptation, directed by the visionary Tim Burton, brought this fantastical world 

to life in a way that both honored Dahl's original vision and infused it with Burton's signature 

gothic whimsy. Burton's adaptation is a visual feast, offering audiences a rich tapestry of sensory 

and emotional experiences that expand upon the source material. The director's distinct aesthetic, 

characterized by striking contrasts, elaborate set designs, and a penchant for the macabre, 

provides a perfect canvas for exploring the complex emotional landscape of Dahl's characters. 

Burton's "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory" is particularly noteworthy for its visual 

storytelling and emotional depth. The film employs a wide array of cinematic techniques to 

convey the inner worlds of its characters, creating a multi-layered narrative that operates on both 

literal and symbolic levels. This paper aims to delve into the intricate ways in which the film 

employs metaphorical expressions of emotion, or "metaphor of emotions," to convey the 

characters' psychological states and enhance the viewer's emotional engagement with the story. 

Metaphorical expressions of emotion in film, or metaphor of emotions, are visual or auditory 

elements that symbolically represent characters' emotional states. These can include color 

schemes, musical motifs, camera angles, or even the fantastical elements of the chocolate factory 

itself. By analyzing these metaphor of emotions, we can gain deeper insights into the emotional 

landscape of the film and the techniques used to evoke empathy and understanding in the 

audience. 

By analyzing metaphor of emotions in depth, we can gain deeper insights into the emotional 

landscape of the film. This approach allows us to uncover layers of meaning that might not be 

immediately apparent, revealing the sophisticated techniques used to evoke empathy and 

understanding in the audience. Moreover, it provides a framework for understanding how Burton 

translates Dahl's written emotions into visual and auditory experiences, creating a cinematic 

language that speaks directly to the viewer's subconscious. 

This study will focus on identifying and interpreting key metaphor of emotions throughout 

"Charlie and the Chocolate Factory," with particular attention to how they relate to the emotional 

journeys of Charlie Bucket, Willy Wonka, and the other central characters. By examining these 

metaphorical expressions, we aim to shed light on the film's emotional subtext and the 

sophisticated ways in which it communicates complex feelings to viewers of all ages. 

II. METHODS 

This study employs a mixed-methods approach to analyze the metaphorical emotions in 

"Charlie and the Chocolate Factory." The methodology consists of qualitative and quantitative 
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components, allowing for a comprehensive exploration of how metaphors in the film evoke 

emotional responses. Besides of those, we will employ a multi-step approach grounded in 

conceptual metaphor theory and film analysis techniques. 

Our analysis will be primarily informed by Lakoff and Johnson's (1980) Conceptual Metaphor 

Theory, which posits that metaphors are not merely linguistic devices but fundamental cognitive 

structures that shape our understanding of abstract concepts. We will also draw on Forceville's 

(2009) work on multimodal metaphor in film to guide our interpretation of visual and auditory 

metaphorical expressions. 

Metaphors will be categorized based on recurring themes or techniques. We will then 

synthesize our findings to draw broader conclusions about the film's approach to emotional 

expression. Where relevant, we will compare our findings to other works in children's cinema or 

Tim Burton's filmography to contextualize the unique aspects of emotional metaphor in "Charlie 

and the Chocolate Factory." By following this methodology, we aim to provide a comprehensive 

and insightful analysis of the metaphors in "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory," contributing to 

our understanding of emotional expression in film and the unique emotional landscape of this 

beloved story. 

III. RESULTS 

This section presents the results of the metaphorical and emotional analysis conducted on 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, focusing specifically on the emotions of anger, sadness, and 

love. These emotions were identified through metaphorical language and imagery, revealing how 

they are embedded in the characters and narrative arcs. The following analysis includes a 

breakdown of metaphorical patterns linked to each emotion, with statistical representations and 

insights into their emotional significance. Here is the pie chart of the analysis. 

 
Figure 1. Distribution of Emotional Metaphors in Tim Burton's Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

Metaphors of Anger 

The first emotion analyzed was anger, which was predominantly expressed through violent or 

destructive metaphors. The first data illustrates the frequency of metaphorical references to 

anger, with metaphors such as "boiling rage," "storming," and "exploding". The pie chart shows 

that 49.5% of the metaphors which has 49 out of 95 data tied to anger were used in scenes, 

reflecting their impulsive and uncontrollable emotional states. In “Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory”, anger is illustrated through various metaphors and character reactions, often mirroring 

Roald Dahl's playful yet critical take on human flaws. Here are the result: 

Data 1 
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"Like a Boiling Pot"   

Veruca Salt often shows her anger by stomping her feet and demanding her way, resembling a 

"boiling pot" ready to overflow. The metaphor of a boiling pot conveys the build-up and 

explosive release of frustration when someone can't control their desires. Veruca is constantly 

"boiling" because she's spoiled and can't accept "no" for an answer. Her anger reflects her 

entitled nature, ready to erupt when things don't go her way. 

Data 2 

"An Avalanche of Greed"   

Augustus Gloop's impatience and voracity lead him to fall into the chocolate river. Augustus’s 

anger at not being able to have everything instantly manifests as a metaphorical "avalanche," 

sweeping him into chaos. His anger reflects greed and impatience, suggesting how unchecked 

greed and desire can lead to destructive consequences. 

Data 3 

"A Time Bomb Waiting to Explode"   

Violet Beauregarde's impatience and determination to be the best at everything causes her to 

chew the experimental gum without waiting. Violet’s character is like a ticking time bomb. Her 

anger isn’t outright, but her intense competitive spirit is like a bomb waiting to go off, which 

happens when her ambition literally inflates her (turning her into a giant blueberry). This reflects 

how suppressed anger and hyper-competitiveness can eventually lead to personal downfall. 

Data 4 

"The Glass Elevator of Repressed Anger"   

Willy Wonka's complex emotions about his father are hinted at through flashbacks and his 

interactions with the children, and this is partly symbolized in the glass elevator. The glass 

elevator serves as a metaphor for Willy’s fragile, transparent nature and his need to "elevate" 

past his old wounds. The elevator is both an escape and a barrier, representing how he’s trying to 

keep his past contained while moving up and away from it. His anger is less explosive but deeply 

embedded, showing how repressed anger shapes a person’s actions. 

Data 5 

"A Rotten Nut"   

Veruca’s insistence on getting a squirrel and her subsequent rejection as a "bad nut." Veruca’s 

metaphorical portrayal as a "bad nut" mirrors her spoilt, entitled nature and inability to control 

her anger when she doesn’t get what she wants. This rejection symbolizes her inner “rottenness,” 

emphasizing how entitlement and anger can spoil one’s character, making them unworthy. 

Data 6 

"The Chocolate Factory as a Test of Anger"   

The entire factory and its trials test the children’s patience and self-control, with each child 

facing situations that provoke anger or frustration. The factory is a metaphorical crucible for 

revealing the children’s true natures, especially their anger when denied something. Each room is 

designed to tempt and test them, turning the factory into a giant psychological experiment where 

anger and greed reveal inner character flaws. 

Data 7 

"The Chewing Machine of Violet’s Aggression"   

Violet Beauregarde’s obsessive gum-chewing habit, which she aggressively displays as a 

source of pride. Violet’s constant chewing acts as a metaphor for her pent-up aggression and 

impatience. She chews gum relentlessly, almost as if she's trying to chew through her frustrations 

and anxieties. Her anger is internalized and expressed in her hyper-competitive, abrasive 
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demeanor. The act of chewing becomes symbolic of her need to dominate and constantly be 

"working" on something, often to the detriment of those around her. 

Data 8.  

"The Golden Ticket as a Symbol of Entitled Fury"   

Veruca Salt’s tantrum until her father buys hundreds of chocolate bars to get her a Golden 

Ticket. The Golden Ticket, in Veruca’s case, becomes a symbol of her entitlement-driven anger. 

Rather than waiting or hoping like other children, Veruca demands instant gratification. Her 

father’s willingness to buy her ticket emphasizes how her anger is fed by others’ indulgence. The 

ticket symbolizes her belief that anything can be bought and that she deserves whatever she 

desires, instantly, no matter the cost. 

Data 9  

"The Fizzy Lifting Drink as Inflated Pride"   

Charlie and Grandpa Joe drink the Fizzy Lifting Drink, ignoring Wonka’s rule against it, 

leading to a near-disastrous consequence. The Fizzy Lifting Drink can be seen as a metaphor for 

pride that "lifts" them up, nearly to their doom. While not solely anger, this moment reflects the 

impulsive anger at being denied something they find enticing. The drink’s ability to elevate them 

dangerously high represents how giving in to desires and frustration at rules can lead to perilous 

situations, a warning about unrestrained emotion. 

Data 10 

"The Chocolate River as an Overflow of Indulgence and Anger"   

Augustus Gloop’s eagerness and gluttony lead him to fall into the river. The chocolate river 

can be viewed as a metaphor for Augustus's unrestrained desires and suppressed anger at being 

denied what he wants. The river’s richness and vastness mirror his indulgence, with his plunge 

symbolizing how the inability to control desires (and the frustration that comes from such 

restraint) can "overflow," drowning a person in their own greed. 

Data 11 

"The Puppet Show and Burning Marionettes"   

In the beginning, Willy Wonka’s automated puppet show ends in chaos, with the puppets 

catching on fire. This chaotic scene, with the burning puppets, serves as a metaphor for the 

manufactured, explosive nature of anger. Like puppets in a show, anger can seem controlled, but 

a small spark can set everything ablaze. Wonka’s indifferent reaction to the fire also hints at his 

detached and somewhat cynical view of humanity’s tendency to let emotions spiral out of 

control. 

Data 12 

"The Everlasting Gobstopper as a Representation of Suppressed Resentment"   

Wonka introduces the Everlasting Gobstopper to the children, a candy that never loses flavor 

and essentially lasts forever. The Everlasting Gobstopper can be seen as a metaphor for 

resentment or anger that never truly fades. It represents grudges or lasting bitterness, emotions 

that can endure and even intensify over time if not addressed. This metaphor is especially 

highlighted in the subplot where Slugworth, Wonka's "competitor," tempts the children to betray 

Wonka, symbolizing how long-held anger or rivalry can corrupt one’s actions. 

Data 13 

"The Factory as a Maze of Temptation and Testing"   

The factory’s winding, magical pathways serve to both awe and test the children. The factory’s 

maze-like design is a metaphor for the inner workings of the human mind, particularly the 

pathways that lead to anger and frustration when desires are thwarted. Each child’s journey 
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through the factory mirrors the journey through complex emotions, including frustration, 

jealousy, and impatience. Wonka’s tests serve as symbolic representations of life's temptations 

and the anger that arises from being denied or misled. 

Data 14 

"The Nut Room as a Test of Self-Control and Rage"   

Veruca Salt’s encounter with the squirrels in the Nut Room, where she tries to grab one of the 

squirrels despite being told not to. The Nut Room itself represents temptation and entitlement, 

with Veruca’s anger and frustration at being denied a squirrel driving her to act impulsively. Her 

impatience and determination to control everything, including the animals, reflect how 

entitlement can lead to destructive anger when challenged. Her eventual rejection by the squirrels 

as a “bad nut” is symbolic of how people who can’t control their anger often find themselves 

“discarded” or facing consequences. 

Data 15 

"The Sugar-Coated Anger of Mike Teavee"   

Mike Teavee’s irritation with everything around him, including the factory, the other children, 

and even Wonka. Mike’s cynical and snarky attitude is a form of “sugar-coated anger,” where 

his criticism and disdain are ways of masking his own frustration and discontent. He’s often 

dismissive and critical because he feels intellectually superior, and this builds a sense of anger 

toward anyone he perceives as less smart. His interaction with the television technology and his 

literal shrinking down is a metaphor for how arrogance and anger toward others can make 

someone “small” in spirit and wisdom. 

These metaphors convey an overwhelming intensity of emotion, often linked to a loss of 

control or an inability to manage one’s desires. They interpretations cover some of the more 

subtle emotional and psychological dimensions within “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory“, 

particularly around anger, control, and the protective walls people build to guard against 

disappointment or hurt. The story’s design and character arcs are rich in metaphors, especially 

those reflecting the costs of letting impulsive or unresolved emotions govern one’s actions. The 

data analysis revealed that these metaphors were most frequent during moments of frustration or 

confrontation, such as when characters demand things from Willy Wonka or engage in reckless 

behavior. Statistical tests indicated a significant correlation between anger metaphors and 

moments of negative character transformation, highlighting the destructive consequences of 

unbridled emotion in the narrative. 

Metaphors of Sadness 

The second key emotion, sadness, emerged through metaphors of loss, heaviness, and 

isolation. The second data presents a pie chart that visualizes the prevalence of sadness-related 

metaphors throughout the text. Terms like "heavy heart," "tears like rivers," and "loneliness" 

were most frequently associated with Charlie Bucket and his family, particularly in the earlier 

chapters when they experience poverty and hardship. The chart shows that sadness metaphors 

comprised 20.2% of the metaphors which has 20 out of 95 data of the emotional metaphors 

found in the text. Here are the result: 

Data 1.  

"They were as poor as church mice." 

This metaphor captures the profound poverty that defines Charlie's life and that of his family. 

The phrase "as poor as church mice" evokes images of desolation, highlighting their lack of 

resources and material comforts. It suggests that their living conditions are not just financially 

strained but also devoid of joy and abundance. The comparison establishes a stark contrast 
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between their grim reality and the lavishness of Willy Wonka's factory. This disparity intensifies 

the reader's empathy for Charlie and sets the stage for his longing for a better life. 

Data 2. 

"The house was dark and cold, like a forgotten cave." 

This metaphor vividly depicts Charlie's home as a place of neglect and despair. The description 

of the house as "dark and cold" suggests a lack of warmth and comfort, both physically and 

emotionally. By comparing it to a "forgotten cave," Dahl emphasizes the sense of isolation that 

permeates Charlie's existence. This imagery evokes feelings of sadness and abandonment, 

portraying the home as a space where dreams are stifled. Such a setting starkly contrasts with the 

enchanting world of the factory, deepening Charlie's yearning for change. 

Data 3. 

"His heart sank like a stone." 

This metaphor illustrates the heaviness of Charlie's disappointment and despair. The phrase 

"sank like a stone" conveys a sense of inevitability, suggesting that his emotions weigh him 

down. This physical sensation of sadness emphasizes how deeply affected he is by his 

circumstances. It evokes a visceral response, allowing readers to empathize with Charlie’s 

feelings of hopelessness. This moment serves as a reminder that the struggles of childhood can 

leave lasting emotional scars 

Data 4.  

"A shadow loomed over his heart." 

This metaphor personifies sadness as a shadow, indicating that it is an ever-present part of 

Charlie’s life. The image of a "shadow" suggests something ominous and foreboding, hinting at 

the weight of his worries and fears. This sense of darkness symbolizes the burden of his family’s 

poverty and his own unfulfilled desires. It highlights how Charlie’s dreams are often 

overshadowed by his reality, leaving little room for optimism. The lingering shadow reinforces 

the theme of perseverance amidst adversity. 

Data 5.  

"Like a flower wilting in the sun." 

This metaphor powerfully captures the fragility of hope in Charlie’s life. The image of a 

"flower wilting" suggests that, while there may be potential for beauty and joy, external 

circumstances hinder its growth. Just as a flower requires care and nourishment, so too does 

Charlie need support to thrive. This metaphor poignantly reflects how his dreams can be crushed 

under the weight of poverty and despair. It reinforces the idea that without the right conditions, 

hope can easily fade away. 

Data 6.  

"His dreams felt as distant as the stars." 

This metaphor evokes a profound sense of longing and unattainability in Charlie’s aspirations. 

Comparing his dreams to "the stars" emphasizes their distance and elusiveness, making them feel 

almost unreachable. This distance fosters a sense of sadness, as Charlie yearns for a better life 

that seems perpetually out of grasp. The imagery illustrates the vast chasm between his current 

circumstances and his desires, amplifying feelings of isolation. Ultimately, it serves as a poignant 

reminder of the struggles faced by those who dare to dream in difficult situations. 

Data 7.  

"The chocolate was a shimmering mirage." 

This metaphor captures the allure and illusion of happiness represented by chocolate. 

Describing it as a "shimmering mirage" suggests that while it appears enticing, it is ultimately 
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unattainable. This metaphor reflects Charlie's longing for the joy and wonder that chocolate 

symbolizes, contrasting sharply with his reality of deprivation. The illusion of chocolate as a 

mirage highlights the bittersweet nature of his desires, underscoring how close yet far they feel. 

It encapsulates the essence of yearning for something that seems just beyond reach. 

Data 8.  

"His stomach was a bottomless pit of hunger." 

This metaphor conveys both physical and emotional hunger, reflecting Charlie’s desperate 

need for sustenance and love. The imagery of a "bottomless pit" suggests an insatiable void that 

cannot be filled, emphasizing the depth of his longing. This metaphor highlights how hunger 

extends beyond mere food; it symbolizes a desire for security, comfort, and familial connection. 

Charlie's physical hunger intertwines with his emotional state, making his plight more poignant. 

The starkness of this metaphor evokes empathy from the reader, drawing attention to the harsh 

realities faced by the character. 

Data 9.  

"Life felt like an endless gray sky." 

This metaphor evokes a sense of monotony and gloom that permeates Charlie’s existence. The 

"endless gray sky" symbolizes a lack of brightness and joy in his life, reflecting the emotional 

weight of his circumstances. It suggests a world devoid of color and vibrancy, where hope feels 

scarce. This imagery emphasizes the stifling nature of despair, where every day blends into the 

next without promise or excitement. The metaphor effectively conveys Charlie’s longing for a 

change, contrasting his drab reality with the vibrant possibilities that the factory represents. 

Data 10.  

"The factory loomed like a giant, indifferent monster." 

This metaphor personifies the factory as both a source of wonder and intimidation, illustrating 

the complexity of Charlie's feelings toward it. By describing it as a "giant, indifferent monster," 

Dahl highlights the overwhelming nature of Charlie's aspirations. The factory represents a dream 

that feels both tantalizing and out of reach, suggesting a duality of hope and fear. This imagery 

underscores Charlie's feelings of insignificance in the face of such grandeur, amplifying his 

emotional struggle. It reflects the idea that even dreams can evoke anxiety when they feel 

unattainable. 

This metaphor evokes a powerful image of Charlie's emotional landscape, depicting it as a 

"barren desert" devoid of life and joy. The imagery suggests not only physical emptiness but also 

emotional desolation, reinforcing the idea that Charlie feels isolated and alone. It emphasizes the 

harshness of his reality, where hope seems as scarce as water in a desert. This metaphor 

highlights the struggle to find nourishment for the spirit in the face of overwhelming adversity. 

Ultimately, it serves as a poignant reminder of the resilience required to endure in such desolate 

circumstances. 

These metaphors are often tied to moments of emotional vulnerability, particularly when 

Charlie reflects on his circumstances or interacts with other marginalized characters in the story. 

The analysis indicated that sadness metaphors were more frequent in the first half of the book, 

with their intensity diminishing as Charlie’s emotional journey progresses, symbolizing his hope 

and eventual triumph. A regression analysis showed a negative correlation between sadness 

metaphors and Charlie's character development, indicating that these metaphors decrease as 

Charlie moves closer to his emotional resolution. 

Metaphors of Love 
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The final emotion, love, was explored through metaphors of warmth, nurturing, and 

connection. In “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,” the third data highlights the distribution of 

love-related metaphors across key moments in the story, with phrases like "warm embrace," 

"heart of gold," and "the sweetness of love" tied to moments of kindness, family unity, and the 

budding relationship between Charlie and Willy Wonka. The pie chart demonstrates that love 

metaphors made up 30.3% which is 30 out of 95 data of the total emotional metaphors identified, 

with a notable concentration in scenes where characters express care or affection for one another. 

Below are some metaphors related to love, warmth, and kindness in the film: 

Data 1.  

"Charlie's Humble Home as a Metaphor for Familial Love"   

The Bucket family's small, rundown house is cramped but full of warmth, with family 

members supporting one another despite their poverty. The modest Bucket home represents love 

as the most valuable possession they have, despite their financial struggles. The home’s 

simplicity highlights that love, not wealth, is what truly sustains them. The closeness of the 

family in such a small space symbolizes how love brings them together, even without luxuries. 

Data 2.  

"The Golden Ticket as a Symbol of Hope and Faith in Love"   

Charlie’s family spends what little money they have on a chocolate bar, hoping it will bring 

him luck with the Golden Ticket. The Golden Ticket represents not just luck but also the 

family’s unwavering belief in Charlie’s potential and deserving nature. Their faith and love for 

Charlie are rewarded with this rare opportunity. This ticket serves as a metaphor for how love 

and hope often lead to unexpected rewards. 

Data 3.  

"Charlie’s Care for His Grandparents as Devotion and Respect"   

Despite his youth, Charlie spends time caring for his elderly grandparents, especially Grandpa 

Joe, who is bedridden. Charlie’s attentiveness to his grandparents reflects selfless love and 

respect for family, even in difficult circumstances. His dedication shows that love doesn’t just 

mean grand gestures—it’s shown through small, everyday acts of kindness and sacrifice. 

Data 4.  

"The Factory’s Warmth vs. The Outside World as a Contrast of Love and Harsh Reality"   

The factory is warm, magical, and full of wonders, while the outside world is cold, bleak, and 

poverty-stricken. The warmth of the factory, particularly in scenes where Charlie is with 

Grandpa Joe, serves as a metaphor for love and the way it can brighten one’s life, contrasting 

with the “chill” of the outside world. Just as love can make someone feel safe and cherished, the 

factory’s warmth is a reprieve from the hardships outside. 

Data 5.  

"Wonka’s Initial Distance as the Absence of Love"   

Wonka is aloof and avoids personal connection with the children and their families, especially 

avoiding discussing his own family. Wonka’s distant, often cold demeanor reflects a life lacking 

love or personal connection. This metaphor illustrates how a life without love can make a person 

guarded, isolated, and emotionally unavailable. His detachment serves as a cautionary example 

of what happens when love is missing. 

Data 6.  

"The Reunion of Wonka and His Father as Reconciliation and Healing"   

Toward the end, Wonka reconnects with his estranged father, rekindling their relationship. 

This moment symbolizes how love, even if lost, can be restored through forgiveness and 
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understanding. Their reunion metaphorically represents the healing power of love and the 

importance of family bonds, even after years of separation and resentment. 

Data 7.  

"Grandpa Joe’s Encouragement as a Symbol of Unconditional Love"   

Grandpa Joe remains optimistic for Charlie, encouraging him to believe in himself and his 

dreams, even when things seem hopeless. Grandpa Joe’s support represents the kind of love that 

uplifts and inspires, particularly during difficult times. His belief in Charlie’s potential is 

unwavering, showing that true love motivates, gives hope, and remains steady, regardless of 

circumstances. 

Data 8.  

"The Chocolate as a Metaphor for Comfort and Happiness"  Chocolate, a simple pleasure, brings 

joy to Charlie and momentarily relieves the hardship he faces daily. Chocolate is a metaphor for 

love and joy, bringing comfort to those who receive it. Just as love provides emotional warmth, 

chocolate offers physical comfort and a temporary escape from hardship. Wonka’s chocolate 

factory represents the joy and delight that love brings, making life richer and more enjoyable. 

Data 9.  

"The Glass Elevator as Transparency and Openness"   

At the end, Wonka, Charlie, and Grandpa Joe rise above the factory in the glass elevator, 

symbolizing clarity and a shared future. The glass elevator represents the openness and 

transparency of a loving relationship. As Wonka begins to open up, Charlie and Grandpa Joe 

literally and metaphorically lift him up, showing how love elevates people and helps them 

overcome emotional walls. 

Data 10.  

"Charlie’s Selflessness as a Metaphor for Pure Love"   

Charlie nearly gives up the Golden Ticket because he prioritizes his family’s immediate needs 

over his own dreams. Charlie’s willingness to sacrifice his dream for his family shows the depth 

of his love and sense of responsibility. This selflessness is a metaphor for pure, unconditional 

love—he’s ready to put others above himself without hesitation. 

The use of love metaphors often coincided with moments of moral redemption or positive 

transformation, particularly in Charlie’s interactions with his family and the revelation of 

Wonka’s more compassionate side. Statistical analysis indicated a strong positive correlation 

between the use of love metaphors and scenes of personal or moral growth, suggesting that these 

metaphors are linked to the emotional and narrative resolution of the story. Through these 

metaphors, in “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory“, love is portrayed subtly but powerfully as a 

force that brings warmth, heals old wounds, and ultimately leads to happiness. These metaphors 

underscore how love is essential, even in a world obsessed with success, wealth, and indulgence. 

The portrayal of love in “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory“ is nuanced and often subtle, yet 

there are some additional, smaller elements and symbols that can also reflect love, care, and 

connection in the story. 

 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

Overall, the metaphorical exploration of emotions in “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory“ 

brings to light Roald Dahl’s skillful use of symbolic imagery to enhance the moral complexity of 

his characters and their journeys. Anger, sadness, and love—each vividly depicted through 
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metaphor—help construct a layered portrayal of human behavior, exposing both the pitfalls of 

unchecked desires and the transformative power of connection and resilience. 

Anger, frequently conveyed through images of boiling pots, ticking time bombs, or avalanches, 

serves as a metaphor for impulsiveness and entitlement, often leading characters to moral and 

personal downfalls. For instance, Veruca Salt’s boiling anger and Augustus Gloop’s avalanche of 

greed reveal how an inability to regulate strong desires can create chaos. These metaphors align 

closely with moments of negative transformation in the narrative, symbolizing how anger and 

impatience can erode one’s character and alienate others. 

Sadness, represented through metaphors like dark caves, wilting flowers, and heavy stones, 

reflects the emotional and material struggles of Charlie and his family. This emotion serves to 

deepen the reader’s empathy, highlighting how hardship creates a pervasive sense of isolation 

and longing. The decline in sadness metaphors as Charlie’s journey advances mirrors his gradual 

movement towards hope and a brighter future. Through these images, Dahl emphasizes the 

weight of poverty and unfulfilled dreams, allowing readers to connect with Charlie’s resilience 

and optimism amid adversity. 

In contrast, love is depicted as a nurturing and uplifting force, shown through metaphors of 

warmth, unity, and shared joy, such as the Bucket family’s cramped yet loving home, or the 

comforting sweetness of chocolate. These moments of affection and care underscore the theme 

that true wealth lies not in material success but in relationships and compassion. Love metaphors 

often peak during scenes of redemption, forgiveness, and selflessness, particularly in the budding 

bond between Charlie and Wonka. By portraying Wonka’s eventual openness to love and family, 

Dahl illustrates that even those hardened by life’s disappointments can find healing and 

connection. 

Overall, the statistical findings reinforce these themes, showing that anger and sadness 

dominate early on but gradually give way to metaphors of love and unity as the story reaches its 

emotional resolution. Through this careful layering of metaphor, Dahl crafts a narrative that 

speaks to the dangers of selfishness and the redemptive power of humility and kindness. The 

story ultimately leaves readers with a message of hope—that even amid hardship, love and 

empathy can lead to personal growth and happiness, providing a lasting legacy that goes beyond 

mere material success. 
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